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EuroFIR Consortium
• €12M/ 5yrs

! IA: 40%, SA: 30%, RA: 23% & MA: 7%

• 40 Partners from 20 countries
! 18 national database compilers

! 3 SMEs (12% budget)

• Key users & stakeholders                 
! WHO-IARC, UN-FAO, CIAA, BEUC, EFSA, 

food industry

• Additional collaborating centres
! >75; USA, RSA, Canada, Australia

The EuroFIR Vision

The Internet

PT
SP

FR

UK
EI

NO
SE

FI

BE
NL

DE

DK

IT

IT
EPIC

PLDE

SK

SI

HU

GR

TR

FO

RU

GE

RO

IS

JP

SP

US

JP

CH

CD

IL

GL

HR

AM

Online

Static

Info

No Info ?

LV

AU

EE

BE

UA

LT

BG

CZ

BA

AL

CY
DZ

TN

Before March 2005
MA

The EuroFIR Vision-2
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EuroFIR training activities
(WP13.1 jointly led by SLU and WU)

Training exchange visits• What? Bursaries for training exchange visits at 
a EuroFIR partner

• For whom? Listed doctoral student & any staff 
of a EuroFIR partner

Training on conferences• What? Grants to support a visit of a conference
• For whom? Undergraduates, postgraduates and 

junior scientists of a EuroFIR partner

EuroFIR offers bursaries for training activities linked to food composition research and 
food information with the objective to exchange specific knowledge, models, tools or 

facilities within the EuroFIR partnership.
Since 2007, some training activities are offered also to non-EuroFIR applicants.

Further information?
EuroFIR members: Visit www.eurofir.net (private site) for documents & on-line application

Non EuroFIR applicants: please contact Cornelia.Witthoft@lmv.slu.se
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EuroFIR training activities
(WP13.1 jointly led by SLU and WU)

Courses & workshops
! International Food Comp Course  2007 

(Nov)
! Plant Food Analysis and Data Quality 

Course (4 weeks)  2008 (M42)
! Preparations for a tailor made EuroFIR

food composition course for CEE 
countries planned for autumn 2008

Future activities
• International Food Comp Course

• Developing tailor-made EuroFIR Food Comp course for CEEC

• Workshop Data Quality Methods and Standards for Compilers

• Course Value Documentation for Compilers

• Course Food Indexing

• Course Building a Food Composition Website

• Course Recipe Calculation 

• Workshop Quality Management

• Regional (Balkans, Middle East, N. Africa) Workshop Compiling

For information, please contact  Peter.Hollman@wur.nl

lucy.elburg@wur.nl

CW 07-01-22

Outputs and Activities Beyond the Funding Period

“EuroFIR’s outputs and activities must 
continue to exist, be maintained and 
further developed beyond the initial EC 
funding, in order to ensure that the 
European Food Information Resource 
including the databank systems remain 
viable and ‘the point of reference’ with 
respect to food composition information 
in Europe for both nutrients and 
bioactive compounds with putative 
health benefits.”

Sustainability Task Force (STF)
Project Coordinator 

(WP4; IFR)

Sustainability
Planning 
(WP2.1)

Industrial Needs
and Interactions

(WP2.2 & 3.2)

Business and
Marketing Plans

(WP3.3)

WP Outputs

Stakeholders

Institutional & legal

Financial

Data transfer

Branded food 
databases

Sustainability Action Plan: A comprehensive plan which details the 
specific actions required to ensure some outputs are sustained and 
which includes strategies for future institutional and legal structures, 
and financial issues.

Identify and scope the final outputs

Perform task/stakeholder analysis 
to establish ‘best fit’

Develop sustainability action plan

Get agreement and ‘buy in’
from all stakeholders

IMPLEMENT

Identify the stakeholders/users
of the outputs

Identify the tasks required 
to maintain the outputs

EuroFIR Sustainability Process

Example of Output: “Bioactive Compounds” 
Databank

Users/Buyers
• EFSA
• EU-Commission
• DG SANCO
• Food Industry
• Nordic Council of Ministers
• National Food Administrations
• Academia

Stakeholders
• EFSA
• EU-Commission
• DG-SANCO
• Food Industry
• Nordic Council of Ministers

Examples of uses
• Assessing novel foods/food ingredient applications
• Product development – foods & functional ingredients
• Research

EuroFIR Bioactive 
Database and 

compositional data

Plant Lists
Revised Bioactive List
on major food plants 
with added plant parts

Major Food Plant list

Exotic Food Plant List

Health Food Plant List

Three cross-cutting issues:

• Institutional structure suiting / serving EuroFIR best 

• Fostering of income generating / commercially viable 
outputs to ensure continuation of EuroFIR & its outputs

• Legal opportunities / parameters for these 
institutional and financial decisions

EuroFIR Entity: Institutional, Legal & Financial Aspects
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Identify and scope the final outputs

Perform task/stakeholder analysis 
to establish ‘best fit’

Develop sustainability action plan

Get agreement and ‘buy in’
from all stakeholders

IMPLEMENT

Identify the stakeholders/users
of the outputs

Identify the tasks required 
to maintain the outputs

Business Strategy: Integral to Sustainability Process

Entrepreneurship 
& product 

development 

Cost accounting 
training

Management & 
legal structures

Consumer/ 
competitor trends 

Private / public 
sponsorship

Potential “profit” 
of outputs

Future Institutional / Legal Structures

EuroFIR entity
(Foundation/Association)

Small Executive Team

National Compiler 1 National Compiler 2 National Compiler n

Public sponsors Private sponsors, 
benefactors

Licensing, venture 
capital

Future Strategizing
1. Key global/pan-European 

initiatives identification (e.g. folate 
fortification)

2. External fund-raising

3. New data using EuroFIR-defined 
best practices & standards

“National” interest issues and FCT 
maintenance responsibilities

Fostering ongoing work
1. Maintenance of EuroFIR portal & 

ongoing development

2. Expertise exchange & training

3. Cost accounting


